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Purpose  of  This  Report  and  Introduction 

Purpose  of  This  Report 

The  purpose  of  this  1989  Annual  Report  is  to  provide  persons  interested  in 
developmental  disabilities  the  opportunity  to  review  the  activities  of  the  Council  and 
its'  projects  and  accomplishments  of  the  past  year. 

The  report  presents  data  required  by  the  Administration  on  Developmental 
Disabilities  to  comply  with  mandated  reporting  requirements  of  Public  Law  100-146, 
The  Developmental  Disabilities  Assistance  and  Bill  of  Rights  Act  of  1987.  While  this 
report  is  primarily  completed  to  meet  these  reporting  requirements,  the  information 
contained  within  it  may  be  interest  to  any  reader  interested  in  services  to  persons 
with  developmental  disabilities  in  the  State  of  Montana.  In  addition,  it  presents 
information  regarding  specific  to  Montana  and  information  designed  to  acquaint  the 
reader  with  the  basic  philosophical  mission  and  operational  procedures  of  the 
Council. 

In'  addition,  the  Council  operates  a  discretionary  grant  program  with  funding  provided 
by  the  federal  government.  The  grant  program  is  designed  to  seek  out  projects  of 
importance  relating  to  developmental  disabilities  in  the  state  and  provide  funds  that 
will  allow  these  issues  to  be  addressed  as  a  means  of  determining  feasibility, 
investigating  service  concepts  and  encouraging  new  and  innovative  ideas  to  more 
appropriately  provide  higher  levels  of  integration,  independence  and  productivity  to 
Montanans  with  developmental  disabilities  This  report  details  the  activities  of  the  grant 
program  and  provides  persons  interested  in  developmental  disabilities  an  opportunity 
to  review  the  activities  of  the  grant  program  in  relation  to  the  stated  activities  and 
objectives  contained  within  the  state  plan  for  services. 

This  year,  1989,  and  next,  1990,  are  important  times  for  the  Council  and  for  all 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities  in  Montana  and  nationally.  As  required  by 
Public  Law  100-146,  Montana  and  all  other  states  and  territories  have  conducted  a 
thorough  review  of  the  degree  with  which  persons  receiving  developmental  disabilities 
services  are  satisfied  with  those  services,  conducted  forums  to  determine  the  extent  to 
which  the  public  is  aware  of  our  services  and  the  manner,  if  any,  that  those  services 
should  be  changed,  modified  or  otherwise  altered  and  reviewed  the  policies  and 
procedures  under  which  services  are  delivered,  as  a  means  of  achieving  overall 
improvement  on  the  quality  and  scope  of  services. 


Introduction 

Council  Purpose 

The  State  of  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council 
is  a  State  and  Federally  mandated  agency,  formed  in  1971,  whose  purpose  as 
stated  by  Montana  law  (2-15-2204  MCA)  is: 


The  council  shall: 

(a)  advise  the  department,  other  state  agencies,  councils, 
local  governments^  and  private  organizations  on  programs 
for  services  to  the  developmentally  disabled; 

(b)  develop  a  plan  for  a  statewide  system  of  community 
based  services  for  the  developmentally  disabled;  and 

(cj  serve  in  any  capacity  required  JjyJFederaL  law  JFor_the 
a  d  rn  i  n  islr  a  lion  o  f  federal  programs  for  services  to  the 
developmentally  disabled. 

The  Council  meets  these  responsibilities  by: 

Ca)__advise_  thejJepartment, jQtherj5tate_agejncjes,.  councils, 
l<xal  governments,  and  private  organizations  on  programs 
for  services  to  the  developmentally  disabled; 

1.  Membership  on  the  Council 

Among  others,  the  Council  consists  of  the  Directors  of  the 
following  state  agencies  or  their  designees: 

Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services 
Department  of  Institutions 

Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Office  of  Public  Instruction 

Through  meetings  and  activities,  the  Council  provides 
advice  to  the  agencies  regarding  the  design  and  level  of 
services  needed  for  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities. 

The  Council  membership  also  includes  representatives  of 
the  five  Regional  Councils  on  Developmental  Disabilities, 
created  by  state  law.  Through  the  action  of  these  members 
and  Council  staff,  regional  councils  receive  assistance  and 
direction  towards  meeting  their  legal  responsibilities. 

Z  Council  Activities 

The  Council  frequently  engages  in  activities  designed  to 
explore  the  status  of  services.  Based  on  this  research  and 
study,  the  Council  makes  recommendation  regarding 
changes  in  existing  services  and  proposes  new  services  to 
meet  identified  service  gaps. 

3.  Relationship  with  Regional  Council  on  Developmental 
Disabilities 

Each   of   the   five    regional   councils   on   developmental 


disabilities  has  a  representative  on  the  State  Council  and 
through  this  arrangement  and  the  services  available  from 
Council  staff,  the  Council  provides  coordination  services 
and  information  to  the  regional  councils. 

QjJL  develop _a_plan_fora_statewide  system  of  joommunity 
based  services  for  the  developmentally  disabled;  and 

1.  Creation  of  the  Montana  State  Plan  for  Persons  with 
Developmental  Disabilities 

Every  three  years,  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
creation  of  the  Montana  State  Plan  for  Persons  with 
Developmental  Disabilities.  Through  this  plan,  the  Council 
identifies  the  collective  priorities  of  the  group  that  should 
be  addressed  as  concerns  or  needs.  These  priorities 
become  the  focus  of  the  Council's  Grant  Program,  which 
seeks  to  provide  a  means  of  studying  and  analyzing 
potentially  useful  service  concepts  for  their  feasibility  and 
inclusion  into  the  state  system  of  services. 


(cj.serve.in  any_ capacity  required  _r^_federal_law  _for_the 
administration  of  federal  programs  for  services  to  the 
developmentally  disabled. 

Although,  in  the  past,  there  have  been  mandates  and 
requirements  from  the  Federal  government  for  Council 
activities  and  areas  requiring  review  and  comment,  1989,  has 
marked  a  special  year  in  the  partnership  of  the  Federal 
administering  agency  and  the  Montana  Council. 

The  Council  has  completed,  as  mandated  by  P.L.  100-146,  a 
study  and  report  to  determine  the  extent  of  consumer 
satisfaction  with  services  provided  in  the  state.  This  recently 
completed  study  consisted  of  three  parts;  a  series  of 
approximately  100  interviews  conducted  with  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities,  designed  to  gauge  their 
satisfaction  with  services;  a  sequence  of  five  public  forums 
held  across  the  state  in  the  month  of  September,  1989,  to 
provide  persons  with  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
opinions  regarding  existing  services  and  the  changes  that 
are  desired  in  order  to  improve  the  quality  of  services;  and 
third,  an  analysis  of  current  Montana  policies  and 
regulations  regarding  services. 

The  resulting  report  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Governor 
and  legislature  of  the  State  of  Montana  by  January  1,  1990 
and  to  Congress,  by  January  15,  1990,    for  review,  analysis 


reports,  leading  to  suggestions  for  changes  in  programs  at 
the  federal  level. 

In  Montana,  the  "1990  Extent  and  Scope"  report  will  serve 
as  a  tool  for  determining  needed  system  change  and 
provide  support  for  changes  identified  through  the 
interviews  and  forums. 


SECTION  I 

Review  of  Council  Accomplishments 
Goals^  Ob jectiyes_  and_Actiyiyes_and 
Special  Projects 

I  he  following  is  a  review  of  the  activities,  products  and  accomplishments 
completed  as  a  means  of  achieving  the  Goals,  Objectives  and  Activities  of  the 
Montana  Council  as  contained  within  the  1987  - 1989  Montana  State  Plan  for 
Persons  With  Developmental  Disabilities. 

In  conjunction  with  seeking  to  meet  the  goals,  objectives  and  activities  contained  within 
the  Council's  1989  State  Plan  in  Federal  Fiscal  Year  1989,  the  Council  authorized  the 
award  of  a  total  of  13  grants,  amounting  to  $194,328. 


1989  PLAN  YEAR  GOAL  I 

TO  DEVELOP  INNOVATIVE  SERVICE  CONCEPTS  AND  MODELS  AND  TO 
DEMONSTRATE  THEIR  RESULTS  AND  ADVANTAGES  AND  TO  ENCOURAGE 
LONG  RANGE  PLANNING  AND  PROJECTION  REGARDING  FUTURE  NEED 
OF  AND  RESULTS  FROM  THESE  AND  OTHER  DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES  SERVICES. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  OBJECTIVES 
OBJECnVEONE 

To  plan  and  advocate  for  activities,  services,  programs  and  other  outcomes  for 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities  by  federal  definition  (i.e.  severe,  chronic 
mental  and  or  physical  impairments)  persons  whose  needs  are  underserved  or 
unmet;  and,  2)  Native  Americans  and  other  minorities  whose  needs  are 
sometimes  overlooked,  inappropriately  addressed  or  excluded  in  the  process  of 
planning  and  delivering  services. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTrvTTIES 

Encourage  the  increased  involvement  of  Native  Americans  with  Child  and 
Family  services  and  programs  for  persons  with  developmental  disabilities, 
and  in  particular,  with  regional  Developmental  Disabilities  Councils,  and 
with  other  consumer  based  organizations  which  work,  for  the  benefit  of 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities  and  for  the  improvement  and 
expansion  of  developmental  disabilities  services. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 


Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Council  has  informally  engaged  in  a  conversations  with  State 
agency  and  Tribal  officials  in  an  attempt  to  identify  issues  that 
continue  to  be  raised  in  relation  to  the  services  needs  of  Native 
Americans  with  developmental  disabilities.  The  Council  has  set 
more  specific  goals  and  activities  relating  to  Native  American  needs 
in  the  1990  two-year  transitional  State  Plan,  requiring  specific  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  and  staff.  In  addition,  the  Council  has 
encouraged  the  membership  of  tribal  representatives  on  the  State's 
Regional  Council  on  Developmental  Disabilities  as  a  means  of 
increasing  communication  between  the  involved  parties. 

The  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  and  the 
Department  of  Family  Services,  have  met  with  representatives  of 
several  Montana  tribes  to  determine  the  needs  of  individual  served  by 
the  tribes.  As  a  result  of  these  discussions  and  the  need  to  make 
further  determinations  of  level  of  need  and  means  to  resolve  those 
needs  the  Council  has  undertaken  a  project  of  formalizing  the 
relationship  between  the  Council  and  representatives  of  the  seven 
tribes  in  Montana. 


OBJECTIVE  TWO 

To  continue  the  regular,  structured  process  of  exchanging  program  information 
between  the  state's  major  operating  agencies,  Council,  regional  councils  and 
other  organizations  with  vested  interests  in  Montana's  service  system. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Assign  and  recommend  priority  efforts,  based  on  the  Council-sponsored 
1989-90  Extent  and  Scope  study,  for  the  resolution  of  major  issues  in 
Montana's  service  system.  (Note:  This  comprehensive  review  and 
resolution  of  quality  of  life  issues  for  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities  will  touch,  in  particular,  on  increased  independence, 
integration  and  productivity,  on  expansion  and/or  realignment  of  existing 
services,  on  provision  of  services  to  unserved  and  underserved  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities  under  federal  definition,  and  on  the  creation  of 
new  and  needed  services  for  persons  who  belong  to  low  incidence 
populations  (e.g.  behavior  disordered  persons  severely  handicapped/health 
impaired  persons,  head  injured  individuals,  children  with  HIV  infection, 
persons  with  Prader-Willi  Syndrome  and  persons  with  Fragile  X 
Syndrome). 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Study/ Analysis 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living/1990  Report 

Grants  Awarded: 

Montana  University  Affiliated  Program  Satellite  $35,000 

Missoula 

The  purpose  of  this  grant  was  to  conduct  research,  interviews  and 
surveys  related  to  completion  of  1990  Extent  and  Scope  Report.  The 
grantee  is  also  responsible  for  final  completion  of  report  prior  to 
submission. 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Council  was  jointly  responsible  with  the  grantee  (Montana 
University  Affiliated  Program  Satellite)  for  the  completion  of  the  five 
public  forums  held  throughout  the  state.  A  total  of  approximately  140 
persons  attended  the  sessions.  Additional  activities  and  major  policy 
recommendations  will  occur  after  the  completion  of  the  report  and  its 
submission. 

The  Department  has  been  involved  in  providing  information  relating 
to  policies  and  procedures  for  that  component  of  the  review  and  also 
for  assisting  in  the  process  of  locating  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities  to  be  involved  in  the  satisfaction  with  services  survey. 
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1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Promote  interagency  awareness  of  and  coordination  in  planning,  training 
and  service  activities  through  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Interagency 
Planning  Forum  (IAPF)  and  through  regular  and  ongoing  information- 
sharing  procedures  between  IAPF  participants. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

In  1989,  the  Council  authorized  the  formation  of  the  Service  System 
Planning  Forum  (SSPF),  as  a  26  member  group  designed  to  replace 
the  former  Inter-Agency  Planning  Forum.  The  membership  of  the 
SSPF  has  been  expanded  from  that  of  the  IAPF,  to  include  all 
agencies  and  organizations  involved  with  developmental  disabilities 
services  in  the  state.  The  results  of  the  SSPF  should  provide 
information  and  data  valuable  to  all  agencies  and  organizations  interested 
in  long  and  short  term  planning  for  a  more  effective  statewide  system  for 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities.  This  is  accomplished  by  each 
member  providing  their  priorities  that  reflect  the  proprietary  needs  and 
plans  of  each  organization. 

The  Department  is  an  integral  partner  of  the  SSPF  process  through 
their  four  committee  members.  Two  persons  from  the  Vocational 
Rehabilitation  Division,  one  from  the  Economic  Assistance  Division 
and  one  person  from  the  Developmental  Disabilities  Division  are 
represented.  Although  the  operation  of  the  group  is  just  beginning,  it 
is  anticipated  that  the  results  of  the  SSPF  will  be  used  as  a  source  of 
data  for  further  planning  by  the  Department. 

The  major  tasks  of  the  SSPF  are  to,  individually  and  as  a  group, 
determine,  identify  and  prioritize  (by  items  or  levels)  the  major  needs  of 
the  current  service  delivery  system  and  identify,  if  possible,  potential 
methods  for  meeting  those  needs.  This  will  be  accomplished  through 
review  of  appropriate  studies  and  materials  and  by  analyzing  individual  as 
well  as  group  recommendations.  In  addition,  it  will  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  group  to  try  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  the  priorities  given 
financial  and  logistical  limitations. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Continue  the  development,  implementation  and  promotion  of  Council 
capacities  to  serve,  in  cooperation  with  the  Montana  Protection  and 
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Advocacy  Program,  and  other  appropriate  organizations,  as  a  clearing 
house  for  referral  and  needs  information  on  developmental  disabilities,  and 
as  a  source  for  specialized  informational  materials  for  all  persons,  public 
and  private  sector  alike,  who  serve,  or  have  the  potential  to  serve,  persons 
with  developmental  disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building/Information  Sharing 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Council  continues  to  seive  as  a  source  of  information  to 
agencies,  organizations  and  private  persons  seeking  assistance  with 
the  type  or  availability  of  services  to  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities  in  Montana. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Department,  an  information  and  referral 
system  contracted  to  Parents,  Let's  Unite  for  Kids,  of  Billings  has 
been  established  and  will  soon  be  on  line.  This  service  is  designed  to 
provide  first  line  information  on  services  to  children  and  adolescents, 
to  callers  on  a  a  toll  free  number  who  are  in  need  of  services  or 
someone  to  contact  regarding  them.  The  Council  is  currently 
examining  possible  plans  to  extend  these  services  to  adults. 
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1989  PLAN  YEAR  GOAL  U 

TO  FOSTER  ACTIVITIES  WHICH  1)  WILL  MITIGATE  THE  EFFECTS  OF 
HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS  ON  MONTANA'S  CITIZENRY;  2)  WILL 
ENHANCE  THE  DELIVERY  OF  PUBLIC  SERVICES;  AND  3)  EMPOWER 
INDIVIDUALS  WITH  DEVELOPMENTAL  DISABILITIES  TO  PARTICIPATE 
IN  THE  ONGOING  PROCESS  OF  PLANNING.  DEVELOPING  AND 
IMPLEMENTING  SERVICES  AND  PROGRAMS  WHICH  WILL  MEET  THEIR 
INDIVIDUAL  NEEDS. 

1989  PIAN  YEAR  OBJECTIVES 
OBJECTIVE  THREE 

To  continue  to  assist  with  and  to  monitor  the  establishment  of  infant  and 
preschool  services  in  the  state. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Monitor  the  activities  of  Montana's  infant  and  toddler  intervention 
programs  and  the  State's  progress  toward  eventual  (1990-1991)  mandated  3- 
5  preschool  services  and  disseminate  information  about  these  initiatives  to 
professionals  across  all  disciplines. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Child  Development 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Department  lias  committed  itself  to  the  provision  of  mandated 
services  to  all  children  with  developmental  disabilities  between  the 
ages  of  0-3  and  to  significantly  increasing  the  availability  of  services 
to  children  ages  3-5.  Among  other  actions,  this  commitment  takes  the 
form  of  seeking  funding  from  the  Montana  Legislature  to  supplement 
the  funds  available  to  the  State  under  P.L.  99-457. 

The  Council  continues  to  support  efforts  of  the  Department  toward 
the  passage  of  legislation  to  fund  mandated  services  for  early 
intervention  services  for  children  ages  0-5  and  to  ensure  that  these 
services  are  available  to  children  with  developmental  disabilities.  The 
funding  of  this  issue  and  the  creation  of  agency  policies  and 
procedures  to  make  it  operational  has  become  a  major  feature  of  the 
Council's  activity  for  the  upcoming  (1991)  Montana  legislative 
session. 
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OBJECTIVE  FOUR 

To  encourage  and  support  the  organization  and  delivery  of  continuing  education 
for  all  persons  (e.g.  medical,  educational,  support  specialists,  etc.)  who  work  or 
could  work  with  persons  with  developmental  disabilities. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Encourage  and  foster  developmental  disabilities  resources,  information  and 
training  capacities  which  will  enhance  1)  involvement  of  parent  to  parent 
support  activities;  and  2)  the  use  of  assistive  technology  by  families  and  by 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Study/Analysis 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Child  Development 

Grants  Awarded 

Montana  University  Affiliated  Program  Satellite  $16,189 

Missoula 

Council  funds  were  used  to  conduct  a  study  of  the  Montana  system  of 
providing  services  to  children  ages  0-5  and  produce  a  report 
recommending  modifications  designed  to  enhance  the  delivery  of 
services.  The  study  cited  the  conclusions  reached  as  a  result  of 
conducting  personal  interviews  with  families  regarding  which 
aspects  of  the  existing  system  were  effective  and  how  those  that  are 
not  effective  could  be  changed. 

Becky  and  Roger  I  lotchkiss  $     596 

East  Helena 

Council  funds  were  provided  to  this  family  to  enable  the  parents  to 
attend  out  of  state  training  sessions  in  the  programming  and  use  of 
an  assistive  communication  device  for  their  son.  In  this  instance  the 
technology  implications  and  the  commitment  of  the  grantees  to 
disseminate  the  information  to  other  parents  with  similar  needs 
were  considered  as  a  reason  for  providing  the  funds  to  a  private 
family. 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Council  has  encouraged  the  inclusion  of  initiatives  designed  to 
increase  State  general  fund  levels  available  for  children  ages  0-6  and 
especially  ages  0-3.  This  encouragement  is  evident  in  the 
recommendations  of  the  State  Plan,  the  Council's  1990  Report,  the 
initial  actions  of  the  SSPF  and  the  efforts  of  staff  in  assisting  with 
determining  Regional  Council  Regional  Plan  priorities. 
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service  provision  to  children  and  has  provided  input  and  assistance  to 
the  Montana  University  Affiliated  Program  Satellite  project  relating 
to  the  potential  for  implementation  of  the  planned  modifications.  It  is 
likely  that  many  of  the  recommendations  resulting  from  this  study 
will  be  utilized  in  changes  in  the  current  system. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Encourage  and  assist  in  organizing  innovative  and  needed  training 
workshops  and  forums  throughout  the  state;  continue  involvement  in  the 
annual  Montana  Conference  on  Developmental  Disabilities  (MCDD) 
through  participation  of  the  MCDD  steering  committee  and  explore  the 
feasibility  of  staging  a  first  ever  consumer  forum  for  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Training,  Capacity  Building 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

Department  of  Social  And  Rehabilitation  Services  $  5,000 

/Developmental  Disabilities  Division/Training 

Resource  and  Information  Center 

Helena 

The  Council  funds  were  provided  to  partially  reimburse  travel 

expenses  of  direct  care  staff  in  attendance  at  the  conference, 

resulting  in  higher  attendance  due  to  the  increased  ability  of  service 

providers  to  allow  more  of  their  staff  to  attend. 

Eastern  Montana  College/Montana  Center  far  $  2,000 

Handicapped  Children 

Billings 

The  Council  funds  were  provided  to  partially  reimburse  travel 
expenses  of  direct  care  staff  in  attendance  at  the  conference, 
resulting  in  higher  attendance  due  to  the  increased  ability  of  service 
providers  to  allow  more  of  their  staff  to  attend. 

Department  of  Social  And  Rehabilitation  Services/  $1 1,068 

Developmental  Disabilities  Division 

Helena 

Council  funds  were  used  to  obtain  training  for  twelve  state  agency 
and  provider  staff  to  become  instructors  in  non-aversive  behavior 
management  techniques  through  the  system  of  David  Mandt  and 
Associates,  Inc.  The  agency  is  responsible  for  the  coordination  of  all 
aspects  of  the  contract  including  the  selection  and  training  of  the 
instructors,  training  of  direct  care  staff,  recertification  of  instructors, 
certification  of  staff  based  on  successful  course  completion,  etc.  In 
addition,  the  grant  required  the  training  of  1800  direct  care  staff  in 
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the  techniques  prior  to  the  end  of  the  3.5  year  project. 

Montana  Head  Injury  Association  $    800 

Billings 

Council  funds  were  provided  in  order  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  speaker 
for  the  second  annual  conference  of  this  group  and  to  otherwise  assist 
in  meeting  conference  expenses. 

Montana  Supported  Employment  Demonstration  $  2,000 

Project/Job  Connection,  Inc. 

Helena/Billings 

Funds  were  used  for  keynote  speaker  expenses  and  travel 
reimbursement  of  conference  attendees. 

Big  Sandy  Activities  $  1,500 

Big  Sandy ' 

This  grant  allowed  for  the  training  of  26  staff  persons  from  three 
small  rural  private  non  profit  service  agencies  to  acquire  the  skills 
necessary  to  conduct  a  12  week  curriculum  for  the  people  they  serve, 
in  the  recognition  and  modification  of  internal  and  external  events 
that  may  lead  to  inappropriate  behavior.  Previous  experience  with  the 
system  had  proved  effective  in  the  reduction  of  maladaptive  behavior 
on  the  part  of  one  person  receiving  services  and  expansion  of  the 
project  was  felt  useful  for  many  of  the  persons  receiving  services  in 
these  three  programs. 

Montana  Association  for  Independent  $55,740 

Disabilities  Services/Developmental 
Disabilities  Division/  Montana  University 
Affiliated  Program  Satellite 
Miles  City/Helena/Missoula 

Funds  were  granted  in  response  to  a  Council  RFP,  seeking  the  design 
and  implementation  of  a  comprehensive  statewide  system  for  the 
training  of  staff  and  others  working  with  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities.  The  project  is  designed  to  utilize  existing  curriculum 
materials  whenever  possible  (thereby  requiring  minimal 
modification  and  reducing  development  costs)  and  to  use  materials 
that  are  designed  to  be  self  paced  in  nature  whenever  possible.  This 
contract  and  grant  is  in  the  first  year  of  a  two  year  cycle  and  will 
receive  similar  funding  in  1990. 

1 989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  coordination  and  partial 
funding  of  the  Annual  Montana  Conference  on  Developmental 
Disabilities  and  also  serves  on  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  MCHC 
Conference,  the  advisory  board  of  the  Job  Connection  supported  living 
project  and  the  statewide  staff  training  project.  In  addition  the 
Department  is  responsible  for  the  overall  coordination  of  the  MANDT 
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Training  project. 

In  the  belief  that  opportunities  for  persons  employed  in  the 
developmental  disabilities  field  to  meet  in  conferences  and  workshops 
provide  invaluable  educational  experiences  that  cannot  be  duplicated 
by  other  means  in  a  state  as  large  as  Montana,  the  Council  has 
provided  funding  for  reimbursement  of  travel  expenses  of  direct  care 
staff  and  other  conference  expenses  for  the  majority  of  state  wide 
conferences.  In  addition,  the  Council  has  long  believed  that  one  of  the 
key  elements  to  a  successful  human  services  system  is  the 
employment  of  well  trained  staff  providing  the  services.  The 
statewide  training  grant  will  allow  current  and  future  staff  a 
reliable,  consistent  means  of  acquiring  the  knowledge  and  skills  they 
need  to  provide  effective  training  to  the  persons  they  are  responsible 
for. 
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OBJECTIVE  FIVE 

To  improve  public  awareness  of  developmental  disabilities,  competencies, 
personal  needs  and  preferences  and  to  raise  consciousness  about  those  discrete 
groups  of  individuals  whose  urgent  needs  are  underserved  or,  simply,  unmet  by 
current  programs  and  services  in  the  state. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Keep  the  news  media  attuned  to  those  significant  activities  which  contribute 
to  the  independence,  integration  and  productivity  of  Montana's  citizens 
with  developmental  disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Information  Sharing/Capacity  Building 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

Montana  Association  far  Independent  Disability  $     250 

Services/Blaine  County  Activities 

Harlem 

Council  funds  were  provided  to  assist  in  expenses  related  to  the 
Second  Annual  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Services 
Awards,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  ninth  annual  Montana 
Conference  on  Developmental  Disabilities.  Award  winners  are 
announced  in  up  to  ten  different  statewide  categories  (e.g.  parents, 
volunteers,  direct  care  staff). The  resulting  statewide  publicity  of  the 
event  provides  an  opportunity  for  the  system  to  bring  attention  to  the 
efforts  of  those  persons  involved  in  developmental  disabilities  in 
Montana. 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Council  is  in  the  process  of  distributing  Public  Service 
Announcements  (PSA's)  and  a  thirty  minute  documentary  resulting 
from  a  1988  contract,  relating  to  community  independence  and 
integration  of  persons  with  developmental  disabilities  in  Montana. 
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OBJECTIVE  SIX 

To  foster,  formulate  and  contribute  to  changes  and  improvements  in  and 
additions  to  Montana's  established  developmental  disabilities  system  which  will 
offer  opportunities  for  new  and  specialized,  developmental  settings. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Monitor  progress  in  the  development  and  maintenance  of  recreational 
programs  and  services  for  Montana's  citizens  with  developmental 
disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building/Information  Sharing 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

/  In  the  past  the  Council  has  sponsored  an  annual  program  of 

camperships  (i.e.  scholarships)  as  a  means  of  providing  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  Montana 
summer  camp  and  experience  that  form  of  recreation.  In  1989,  the 
Council  chose  to  eliminate  this  program  due  to  problems  with  the 
manner  in  which  Council  funds  had  been  expended  in  the  past  and  to 
seek,  out  a  replacement  for  the  program  which  would  deal  with  the 
recreational  and  leisure  needs  of  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Support  the  need  for  age  appropriate  services  (e.g.  community  living, 
recreational  and  leisure  time  programs)  including  services  for  persons 
who  have  entered  into  senior  citizenship  and,  in  particular,  advocate  for  the 
immediate  and  long  range  planning  of  programs  and  services  for  the 
rapidly  growing  senior  citizen  segment  of  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Studies/ Analysis 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 
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The  Council  is  currently  in  the  second  year  of  a  two  year  project 
designed  to  provide  individualized  residential  and  day  services  to 
seniors  with  developmental  disabilities.  This  program  has  been 
completed  as  a  study  to  review  possible  modification  in  the  present 
Montana  service  system  for  seniors  with  developmental  disabilities 
and  recommendations  relating  to  potential  changes  will  be  presented 
following  the  completion  of  the  project.  The  Council  is  also  closely 
monitoring  the  activities  of  the  State  in  relation  to  OBRA. 

The  Department,  along  with  the  Council,  has  been  involved  in  the 
inclusion  of  persons  with  developmental  disabilities  into  the  State 
Plan  on  Aging  as  a  means  of  integrating  seniors  with  developmental 
disabilities  into  the  community  and  has  encouraged  the  Council's 
grant  activities  relating  to  individualized  services  for  seniors.  In 
addition,  the  Department  has  been  heavily  involved  in  implementing 
Federal  OBRA  laws  relating  to  appropriate  services  for  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities  and  mental  illness  residing  in  nursing 
homes,  many  of  whom  are  inappropriately  placed  senior  citizens. 
Montana  has  submitted  its'  Alternative  Disposition  Plan  in  response 
to  OBRA  and  is  proceeding  towards  determining  appropriate 
placements  for  those  persons  determined  to  have  been  less  than 
effectively  placed  in  the  past  and  providing  active  treatment  for  those 
persons  who  are  appropriately  placed  in  nursing  facilities  or  have 
verifiably  chosen  to  remain. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Monitor  the  proposed  reorganization  and/or  consolidation  of  all  state 
human  services  agencies  resulting  from  recommendations  of  the 
Governor's  1987-88  Human  Services  Delivery  Task  Force. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Studies/ Analysis 

Federal/State  Priority  Area- 
Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

During  1987-88  the  Council  monitored  the  results  of  and 
recommendations  from  the  Human  Services  Delivery  Task  Force,  a 
group  of  agency  and  government  representatives  involved  in  the 
delivery  of  services,  who  were  responsible  for  reviewing  the  human 
service  system  in  the  state.  Recommendations  relating  specifically  to 
developmental  disabilities  were  made  by  the  task  force  and  some  of 
those  recommendations,  either  in  the  form  delivered  by  the  task  force 
or  as  a  result  of  the  new  administrations  needs  are  being  considered. 
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1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Monitor  progress  of  Council  grant  #88-154-3424  for  findings  and 
recommendations  regarding  changes  in  direct  contact  staff  compensation 
and  benefits. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Studies/ Analysis 

Federal/Stale  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Department  made  the  increase  of  salary  and  benefit  levels  for 
direct  care  staff  a  priority  for  their  legislative  agenda  for  1989.  The 
Council  sponsored  study  showed  that  direct  care  staff  earned  an 
average  of  38%  less  than  their  counterparts  employed  at  Montana 
institutional  facilities  and  still  less  than  those  employed  in  similar 
position  out  of  state.  A  bill  (HB  296)  to  increase  direct  care  staff  salaries 
was  passed  providing  a  $1.5  million  statewide  increase  in  salaries  of  direct 
care  staff.  This  amounts  to  an  11%  increase  overall,  although  in  the  final 
distribution  these  amounts  would  be  given  as  a  means  of  achieving  parity 
so  that  some  corporations  may  receive  considerably  more  than  this 
average  while  some  may  receive  less  and  some,  possibly  none  at  all, 
dependent  upon  their  current  salary  structure. 

The  Council  supported  the  inclusion  of  significant  increases  in  the 
salary  and  benefit  level  of  direct  care  staff  working  with  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities  during  the  1989  Legislative  Session  and 
closely  followed  all  action  taken  on  the  resulting  legislation. 
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OBJECTIVE  SEVEN 

To  plan  and  advocate  for  an  improved  transition  process  for  individuals  of  all  ages 
as  they  move  from  one  setting  or  service  component  to  another  with  special 
emphasis  upon  career  development  as  an  ongoing  event  whose  beginnings  occur 
early  in  the  education  process  and  whose  components  require  attention  and  care 
throughout  the  individual's  developmental  period. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Continue  to  encourage  and  where  appropriate,  collaborate  with  consumer 
organizations  like  Parents  Let's  Unite  for  Kids,  and  with  professional 
organizations  like  the  Montana  Protection  and  Advocacy  Network 
(including  the  State's  seven  private,  nonprofit  Citizen  Advocacy  Programs), 
in  the  development,  statewide,  of  opportunities  (and  programs),  which 
promote  and  ensure  the  existence  of  self- advocacy  and  of  independence  and 
productivity  for  persons  with  developmental  disabilities. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 

Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

NONE 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Council  has  been  involved  with  the  Department  and  a  variety  of 
other  state  agencies  and  private  service  providers  in  the  process  of 
rewriting  the  Department's  policy  relating  to,  entrance  into  and  exit 
from,  developmental  disabilities  services  in  Montana.  This  process 
has  involved  national  research,  reviewing  the  policies  and  rules  of 
other  states  as  they  relate  to  the  procedures  for  determining  eligibility 
and  identification  of  conditions  that  constitute  priority  status  for 
selection  for  services.  Montana  is  one  of  only  a  few  states  that  has  an 
objective  statewide  selection  system  based  on  the  verified  need  of 
persons  selected  for  services. 

1989  PLAN  YEAR  ACTIVITY 

Continue  to  encourage  and  otherwise  initiate  prevention  activities, 
transition  services  and  innovative  programs  and  opportunities  for  and 
information  about  community  living  and  community  involvement. 

Type  of  Priority  Area  Activity: 

Capacity  Building/Studies/ Analyses 

Federal/State  Priority  Area: 


22 


Community  Living 

Grants  Awarded 

Mission  Mountain  Enterprises  $14485 

Ronan 

Job  Connection  $50,000 

Billings 

Both  of  the  above  grants  were  awarded  as  a  response  from  a  Council 
RFP  to  explore  and  investigate  the  potential  for  a  Montana  system  of 
"supported  living",  in  which  services  are  individually  designed  to 
meet  the  specific  needs  of  the  person  needing  residential  services. 
Supported  living  as  a  concept  relies  on  small  residences  generally 
utilizing  one  of  the  following  arrangements:  shared  living  with  two 
or  fewer  roommates,  foster  parents,  paid  roommates,  live  in  staff  in 
the  residence  of  the  person  with  disabilities  and  other  custom 
arrangements  designed  to  stress  the  individual  nature  of  the  needs  of 
the  person. 

1989  Accomplishments  and  Outcomes 

The  Department  has  been  involved  in  the  formation  of  the  "supported 
living"  project  by  encouraging  the  concept  as  a  viable  option  for  other 
forms  of  residential  services  and  agreeing  supported  living  has  a 
place  in  the  Montana  continuum  of  services  for  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities. 
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SECTION  II 

Expenditures  Under  Part  B  of  the  Developmental 
Disabilities  Assistance  and  Bill  of  Rights  Act 
Amendments  of  1987T  Public  Law  100-146 


A.  Type  of  Recipient  of  Council  Funds 
Type  of  Recipient 

State  Planning  Council 

Designated  State  Agency 

C^her  State  Agencies 

Protection  and  Advocacy  Systems 

University  Affiliated  Programs 

Non-Profit  Private  Agencies 

Others 

Total  Federal  Part  B  Expenditures 

B.  Cost  Categories 

1.  Federal  Priority  Area 

a.  Employment 

b.  Case  Management 

c.  Child  Development 

d.  Community  Living  Arrangements 

2.  State  Priority  Area 

3.  1990  Report  Activities  and  Preparation 

4.  Other 

Total  Federal  Part  B  Expenditures 


Amount  Expended 

-0- 
11,068.00 
2,000.00 

-0- 
32,264.06 
9,782.09 

zOz 

55,114.15 
Amount  Expended 

-0- 

-0- 
17,453.89 
20,254.09 

-0- 
17,406.17 

^Qz 

55,114.15 
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SECTION  III 

ReporJLof  JIouncUjRe^euLof_Annua^ 

Care_FacUityJ!or_th^ 

Surveys 


During  1989,  the  Council  reviewed  the  Annual  Intermediate  Care  Facility  for  the 
Mentally  Retarded  Survey  (ICF/MR)  Reports  for  three  Montana  facilities.  Those  facilities 
were  the: 

Montana  Developmental  Center  Boulder 

Eastmont  Human  Services  Center  Gkndive 

Happy  Acres  Ronan 

The  Montana  Developmental  Center  and  Eastmont  Human  Services  Center  are  public 
facilities  and  serve  approximately  180  and  52  persons,  respectively.  Happy  Acres  is  a 
privately  owned  facility  serving  approximately  10  persons. 

The  Intermediate  Care  Facility  for  the  Mentally  Retarded  surveys  are  conducted  by  the: 

Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
Licensing  and  Certification  Bureau 
Cogswell  Building,  Room  214 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Certification  of  the  facilities  to  operate  pursuant  to  section  1902  (a)  (31)  (B)  of  the 
Social  Security  Act  is  reviewed  by  the: 

Montana  Department  of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services 
Economic  Assistance  Division 
111  Sanders 
P.O.  Box  4210 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Description  of  Council  review,  analysis  and  response  to  ICF/MR  survey  reports 

Reports  of  the  surveys  are  received  by  the  Council  from  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences  and  are  reviewed  by  the  Council  following  an  analysis  of 
the  reports  by  Council  staff. 

This  analysis  takes  the  form  of  reviewing  deficiencies  and  categorizing  those 
deficiencies  according  to  type  (e.g.  administrative,  staff  training,  issues  of  care  and  or 
training  of  persons  in  the  facility,  facility  deficiencies,  issues  relating  to  food  services, 
issues  relating  to  medical  care,  issues  relating  to  abuse  or  neglect  and  miscellaneous 
deficiencies)  and  reviewing  the  Correction  Plan  provided  by  the  facility  in  response  to 
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the  deficiencies.  This  staff  report  is  provided,  along  with  copies  of  the  complete 
survey  to  Council  members. 

Following  Council  review,  any  comments  based  on  the  review  are  provided  to 
appropriate  facility,  survey  or  certification  agencies. 

At  the  present  time  both  the  Montana  Developmental  Center,  in  Boulder  and  the 
Eastmont  Human  Services  Center  in  Glendive  are  experiencing  problems  in  meeting 
ICF/MR  survey  requirements  relating  to  the  provision  of  "active  treatment" 
requirements.  The  Boulder  facility  is  currently  in  the  process  of  appealing  the  results 
of  the  1989  survey  and  as  a  result  has  received  a  time  extension  during  the  appeal 
process.  Plans  have  been  announced  (November  1989)  in  response  to  the  deficiencies 
noted  in  the  survey,  including,  as  a  part  of  the  response  a  plan  for  the  "downsizing" 
of  the  facility.   These  plans  will  be  submitted  to  appropriate  State  and  Federal  agencies 
for  review  and  possible  approval.  The  Eastmont  facility  failed  to  meet  "active 
treatment"  requirements  in  their  last  survey,  but  submitted  an  acceptable  corrective 
action  plan  response.  The  facility  has  recently  or  will  shortly  undergo  their  1989 
survey.  The  Council  has  not  yet  received  these  results. 

The  Happy  Acres  facility  in  Ronan  achieved  certification  in  1989. 
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SECTION  IV 

State  Trends  in  Setting  Priorities  Concerning  Policy 

Reform  and  Advocacy 

In  the  last  fifteen  years  Montana's  system  for  developmental  disabilities  services  has 
grown  both  in  size  and  in  complexity.  It  has  grown  in  concert  with  the  national 
movement  that  has  come  of  age  and  become  more  sophisticated  in  terms  of  its 
approaches  and  practices.  At  the  same  time,  and  regardless  of  national  changes  and 
trends,  Montana  has  witnessed  significant  events  that  will  and  have  caused  changes  in 
the  manner  that  services  are  provided,  both  in  terms  of  the  quantity  of  services  and  in 

the  organization  of  the  system.  During  1989,  a  number  of  events  have  signaled  a  change 
in  system  priorities  that  are  likely  to  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  developmental 
disabilities  system  in  Montana. 

(Tlie  issues  presented  below  are  nol  addressed  in  any  order  of  importance.) 

i 
The  Impact  of  Court  Ordered  ReJeasjesJ^irm JThei  Montana  DeveJcuxnental  Center 

In  the  past  year,  a  number  of  persons  with  developmental  disabilities  residing  at  the 
Montana  Developmental  Center  (MDC)  have  petitioned  the  court  during  their  annual 
commitment  review  process  for  release.  Their  petitions  have  been  based  the  on 
Montana  law  requiring  that  only  persons  deemed  "seriously  developmentally  disabled" 
may  receive  services  in  that  facility.  As  a  result,  the  court  has  ordered  the  Department 
of  Institutions  to  find  appropriate  community  placements  for  seven  persons.  The 
significance  of  this  action  is  two  fold.  While  these  seven  persons  may  be  accepted  into 
recently  planned  expansion  projects,  this  is  the  first  time  in  recent  memory  that 
placements  have  been  court  ordered  from  MDC  as  a  result  of  the  commitment  review 
process.  Second,  if  this  trend  continues,  the  number  of  persons  continuing  to  reside  in 
that  facility  who  are  similar  to  those  who  are  to  be  placed  may  be  relatively  significant 
and  constitute  a  significant  impact  on  the  community  system. 

The  Continued  Operation  of  Parents,  Let's  Unite  forKids 

Undeniably,  one  of  the  most  important  services  that  can  be  provided  to  families  of 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities  is  a  level  of  personal  support  and  information 
that  is  often  unavailable  from  state  agencies  or  service  providers.  Parent's,  Let's  Unite 
For  Kids,  of  Billings,  continues  to  serve  as  the  private  agency  most  responsible  and 
capable  of  providing  these  important  services.  Currently  PLUK  has  approximately 
1150  members,  making  it  the  largest  agency  of  its  type  in  the  state  and  an  asset  for  the 
system  not  previously  seen  in  the  state. 

The  Analysis  of  Supported  Living  as  a  Part  of  the  Montana  Continuum  of  Services 

As  a  result  of  placing  increased  emphasis  on  the  ways  in  which  integration  and 
independence  in  service  delivery  options  impacts  the  lives  of  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities,  the  analysis  of  supported  living,  as  a  new  service  option, 
marks  a  new  stage  in  Montana's  adult  service  delivery  system.  The  concept  of  designing 
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the  system  to  meet  the  individual  needs  of  persons  will  present  new  challenges  to  the 
system  as  did  the  creation  of  Supported  Employment  and  Specialized  Family  Care  for 
persons  needing  vocational  and  specialized  child  development  services.   It  will  force 
new  "numbers"  into  the  "equation"  that  results  in  effective,  cost  efficient  services  that 
provide  verifiable  results. 

The  Planning  for  the  Results  of  the  Omnibus  Budget  Reconciliation  Act  (OBRA) 

The  Department  is  in  the  process  of  planning  for  expansion  in  community  services 
based  on  the  OBRA  legislation  of  1987,  amending  Section  1919  of  the  Social  Security 
Act.  Based  on  preliminary  estimates,  100-300  persons  with  developmental  disabilities 
may  currently  be  inappropriately  residing  in  nursing  facilities  and  may  need  to  be 
placed  in  community  residences.  The  financial  and  system  change  implications  of  this 
action  are  not  presently  known,  but  the  potential  for  a  dramatic  system  effect  is 
evident  as  this  number  of  persons  entering  into  services  reflects  an  increase  of  five  to 
ten  percent  of  the  present  service  population. 

The  Creation  pfjhe  Specialized  Service  and  Support  Organization  (SSSCO 

During  the  1989  legislative  session,  legislation  was  passed  authorizing  and  funding  the 
creation  of  a  Specialized  Service  and  Support  Organization  (SSSO).  When  operational, 
this  project  will  include  residential  and  day  service  placements  for  fifty-two  "intensive 
needs"  persons  presently  residing  either  in  institutional  or  inappropriate  community 
placements.  While  other  community  services  for  persons  with  severe  behavioral  needs 
or  limited  skill  levels  currently  exist,  the  funding  levels  for  this  project  are  higher  than 
those  services  and  may  portend  increased  community  based  costs  for  already 
functioning  services. 

The  Passage  of  Salary  and  Benefit  PadkagesJFor JMrect CareStaff 

As  stated  earlier  in  this  report,  the  1989  Legislature  authorized  and  funded  badly  needed 
increases  in  direct  care  staff  salary  and  benefit  packages  that  have  resulted  in  relatively 
significant  increases  for  staff  working  with  persons  with  developmental  disabilities. 
While  the  increases  were  not  sufficient  to  result  in  parity  between  community  based 
employees  and  employees  of  state  operated  institutions,  the  results  may  have  a  direct 
effect  on  reduction  of  high  turnover  rates  in  private  non-profit  provider  agencies. 

TheTistabUshment^LScU:iSuffjc^^ 

The  1989  Legislature  also  authorized  the  formation  of  the  Montana  Self-Sufficiency  Trust. 
This  method  of  financing  supplemental  service  needs  for  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities  allows  families  to  deposit  funds  to  meet  those  needs  of  their  relatives  in  a 
"pooled  trust  fund",  in  which  the  return  on  invested  funds  are  credited  proportionately 
to  each  "private  trust".  In  addition,  because  of  the  nature  of  the  trust,  the  funds  may 
be  saved  for  the  future  without  the  fear  of  loss  of  government  benefits  or  a  limitation 
on  or  a  reduction  of  the  trust  principal. 

The  SST  is  currently  undergoing  its  formation  and  a  Board  of  Trustees,  including  among 
its  members,  former  Governor  Ted  Schwinden,  has  been  selected.  The  Trust  will  soon 
be  able  to  accept  funds  and  will  include  a  charitable  arm  which  can  accept  funds  for 
persons  who  have  no  assets  or  families  to  assist  in  their  needs. 

The  Creation  of  a  Montana  Information  and  _RefeiT^J>ystern 
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The  Creation  of  a  Montana  Information  and  Referral  System 

The  Department  has  awarded  a  contract  with  Parents,  Let's  Unite  for  Kids,  of  Billings, 
to  form  a  Information  and  Referral  Network  to  provide  a  first  line  information  system 
for  persons  needing  details  regarding  Montana  developmental  disabilities  services. 

The  Expansion  of  a  Montana  Developmental  Disabilities  Staff  Training  Project 

The  Council  endorsed  and  funded  staff  training  project  about  to  begin  operation  will 
update  and  significantly  expand  Montana's  current  staff  training  system  and  provide  for 
significantly  increased  access  to  timely  and  state  of  the  art  information,  knowledge  and 
skills.  The  most  significant  aspects  of  the  project  are  its  reliance  on  modification  of 
existing  training  packages  to  reduce  cost  and  the  anticipated  self  paced  nature  of  the 
majority  of  available  packages,  allowing  staff  to  receive  training  without  the  necessity  of 
on-site  or  itinerant  instructors.  The  benefits  of  the  self  paced  nature  are  obvious  in  a 
state  the  size  of  Montana. 

The  Results  of  the  1990  Report  and  Forums 

While  the  results  of  the  1990  reports  are  yet  to  be  widely  distributed  to  persons 
interested  in  planning  for  services  for  persons  with  developmental  disabilities,  the 
actions  taken  to  produce  the  report  are  already  having  an  effect  in  Montana.  The 
success  of  the  public  forum  in  serving  as  a  means  for  the  recipient  of  services  to  make 
their  voice  heard  regarding  their  desires  for  and  needs  from  the  system  have  resulted  in 
a  commitment  from  the  Council  to  continue  this  process  in  the  future.  Further,  the 
results  of  the  forum  are  already  being  included  as  a  part  of  a  Council  sponsored  long 
range  planning  process  that  promises  to  constitute  a  significant  portion  of  many  other 
agency  internal  planning  efforts.  Our  hope  is  that  by  providing  a  method  for  the 
expression  of  opinion  and  need,  we  can  more  effectively,  Plan  For  The  Future  Of 
Sja^oe^Io_Montana= 
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APPENDIX  ONE 

Current  Members  and  Staff  of  the  Developmental 

Disabilities  Planning  and  Advisory  Council    -  1989 


MEMBERS 

NAME 

Robert  Anderson 
Kalhy  Balas 

fean  Bradford 

HP.  Brown 
Frank  Clark,  PhD. 
Joyce  Curtis 

Senator  Delwyn  Gage 
Representative  R  Budd  Gould 
J.  Cort  Harrington 
Dr.  Allen  Hartman 
Denise  Kagie 

Tom  Price 

Vonnie  Koenig 
Ken  Kronebusch 
Darcy  MilJer,  PhD. 
Senator  Hubert  Abrams 
Tom  Powell,  PhD. 
Julie  Robinson 

Bob  Runkel 

VACANT 


POSmON  RESIDENCE 

Agency  Representative  for  Department  of  Institutions  Helena 

Agency  Representative  for  Department  of  Health  Helena 
&  Environmental  Sciences 

Region  III  Council  on  Developmental  Disabilities  Billings 
Representative 

Consumer  Representative  Great  Falls 

Representative  for  Social  Work  Missoula 

Consumer/Region  III  Council  on  Developmental  Choleau 
Disabilities  Representative 

Montana  Senate  Cut  Bank 

Montana  House  of  Representatives  Missoula 

Attorney  Representative  Helena 

Physician  Representative  Billings 

Region  IV  Council  on  Developmental  Butte 
Disabilities  Representative 

Region  V  Council  on  Developmental  Eureka 
Disabilities  Representative 

Consumer  Representative  Kalispell 

Consumer  Representative  Conrad 

Special  Education  Representative  Helena 

Montana  Senate  Wibaux 

Consumer  Representative  Billings 

Agency  Representative  for  the  Department  of  Social  Helena 
and  Rehabilitation  Services 

Agency  Representative  from  tiie  Office  of  Helena 
Public  Instruction 

Montana  House  of  Representatives  
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